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Advocates
LAWYERS OF HOPE Afi«l(\a

“Defend the cause of the poor and needy” Doing Justice With Compassion

16™ ADVOCATES
AFRICA CONFERENCE

12 - 17 AUGUST 2025 | KIGALI CONVENTION CENTRE
KIGALI - RWANDA

“We are the pleasing aroma of Christ”
2 Corinthians 2: 14-17 (NIV Version)

INFORMATION NOTE

REGISTRATION DETAILS

Standard Registration Fee: USD 250
SPECIAL RATES: |

e USD 200 for accompanying spouse (non lawyer)
e USD 200 for Students, Interns & Pupils

X4 convocationkigali2025@gmail.com
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1. DATES AND VENUE

The 16th Advocates Africa Convocation will be held from 12th to 17th August 2025 at
the Kigali Convention Centre, Kigali Rwanda

Kigali Convention Centre (KCC) is located at:
Kimihurura Roundabout (Near Kigali International Airport and the City Center)
Kigali, Rwanda

KCC on map Click here

2. REGISTRATION

Registration for the 16th Advocates Arica Convocation will be done through the
Conference Webpage link https://www.africaevents.rw/

The Registration Fee covers the following:

—

Welcome Reception (dinner) on the evening of 12th August 2025.

2. Access to the conference sessions from 13th - 15th August, Conference materials
and certification.

3. Coffee breaks and Lunch for the 13th - 15th August 2025

4. The Gala Dinner on Friday 15th August 2025.

Upon completing the registration process, attendees will receive a confirmation
email. This email will include a link to access your digital badge, which serves as proof
of your registration.

Please note: Attendees are required to pay the registration fee to finalize their
participation. Once the payment is processed, a confirmation message containing the
link to your digital badge will be sent via email.

Additional conference materials, including the event agenda and other relevant
information, will be provided via email prior to the conference to ensure you are well-
prepared.

3. VISA FORMALITIES

With effect From January 1, 2018, nationals of all countries receive Visa on Arrival at
Kigali International Airport and all land borders.

* Visa on Arrival: Nationals of all countries are eligible to obtain a visa upon
arrival at Kigali International Airport and all land borders.

* Visa Fee Waivers: Citizens of countries that are members of the African
Union, Commonwealth, and La Francophonie are granted a visa upon arrival
and are exempt from visa fees for a stay of up to 30 days.

* East African Community (EAC) Nationals: Citizens of EAC member states
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receive a pass/entry visa free of charge upon arrival for a stay of up to six
months.

For more info visit: https://www.migration.gov.rw/visa

4. ACCOMMODATION

It is expected that the Convocation will bring together approximately 350
participants from 43 African countries.

The Local Organizing Committee (“LOC”) has identified a number of hotels (see
table below) for consideration by delegate. You may contact the hotel directly by
e-mail or telephone to make your own booking. The LOC is also available to assist
with hotel reservation, where necessary.

Delegates will be responsible for costs such as room service, meals, telephone and
fax bills, use of the mini-bar, and laundry. Kindly ensure that you settle your bill with
the hotel before your departure.

MATRIX OF PROPOSED HOTELS FOR DELEGATES
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15 Kigali Marriott $150 per night VIP 5.8 Km Distance to KCC
Hotel (Breakfast included) | Accommodation
KN 3 Avenue, Nyarugenge District,
Kigali, Rwanda

Toll Free: +250-222-111 113

Most of the hotels in Kigali offer taxi services for their guests upon request for pick up
or drop off at the airport. These services can be arranged directly through the hotel
reception or concierge desk.

Delegates are responsible for arranging and covering the costs of their own travel to
and from the conference venue

At Kigali International Airport, Taxis are readily available 24/7 for pick up to the Hotel

For assistance with hotel reservations, please contact HITABABYAYE Jean Pierre at
0788485648, Email: jhitababyaye@gmail.com

* |Inexpensive Meal: A basic lunch or dinner at a budget-friendly restaurant
typically ranges from USD 3 to USD 7.

e Mid-Range Three-Course Meal for Two: Dining at a mid-range restaurant
can cost between USD 22 and USD 50, depending on the establishment and
menu choices

e Cappuccino: Enjoying a regular cappuccino at a café cost around USD 2 to

USD 5.

e Soft Drinks: A 12 oz bottle of Coca-Cola or Pepsi is priced between USD 1
and USD 2.

e Bottled Water: A 1.5-liter bottle of water typically costs between USD 0.5
and USD 2.

5. WELCOME RECEPTION AND GALA DINNER

Welcome Reception will showcase the local Rwandese culture and is sure to leave a
lasting impression for those in attendance. It is expected that it will set the stage &
tone for a successful Advocates Africa Conference.

Timing: Tuesdays, 12th August 2025, from 7:00 PM Kigali Time to allow attendees to
check in and settle in without feeling rushed. The venue for the Welcome Reception
will be confirmed in due course
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The Gala Dinner is scheduled for the evening following the conference’s conclusion:
Date: Friday, 15th August 2025

Time: 7:00 PM (Kigali Time, UTC+2)

Location: At the Kigali Convention Centre and Radisson blu Hotel
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6. DOCUMENTS
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The LOC will ensure that participants are well-prepared and can fully engage with the
conference by providing the following:

NN

Registration Instructions;

Conference Invitation Letter (on request);
 Conference Badge;

Visa Information and Requirements;
Travel and Accommodation Details;
Conference Program and Schedule;

Local Information; and

Useful contact information.
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7. INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
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Travel by Air
* Kigali International Airport is accessible to most international airlines. For
purposes of the Conference, the LOC has identified the following preferred
airlines for travel by delegates.

TN,
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RwandAir
* This is the national carrier of Rwanda.
* |t reaches destinations in Africa, the Middle East, Asia & Europe.
 Booking can be done from the website https:/www.rwandair.com/ where a
discount of up to 15% is available using Promo Code LOH25.
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Kenya Airways (KQ)
* This is the national carrier of the Republic of Kenya.
* |t reaches destinations in Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Europe and North
America.
« Booking can be done from this link https:/www.kenya-airways.com/en/
promotions/16th-biennial-convocation/ where a discount of up to 13% is
available using Promo Code AAC25.
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Ethiopian Airlines

This is the national carrier of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.
It reaches destinations in Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Europe and North
America.
https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/events/16th-advocate-africa-
conference

Discount of 15%, Promo code - EEHTI

East African Residents

Delegates from Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi, South Sudan and Kenya may consider
using road transport to get to Kigali. Such delegates are encouraged to contact
their respective Christian Lawyer Associations or make direct arrangements with
the various transport providers in their countries.

8. LOCAL TRANSPORT

Public Buses in Kigali

Modern Bus System: Kigali’s public buses are operated by multiple licensed
companies, offering increased frequency and coverage across the city.
Payment System: To board, passengers use a “Tap & Go” smart card,
which can be purchased and recharged at taxi parks or bus stops.

Route Information: Buses display their routes on digital screens, making
it easy for passengers to identify their destinations.

Taxis and Ride-Hailing Apps

Traditional Taxis: Available in major towns, though less common in rural
areas. It’s advisable to agree on a fare before starting the journey.
Ride-Hailing Services: Mobile Apps like Yego cabs and Move are popular
in Kigali, offering convenient booking and fare estimation.

Yego cabs and Move Rwanda provide transparent pricing without surge charges.
Their fare structure is as follows:

Initial Fare: RWF 1,500 for the first kilometer
Subsequent Kilometers: RWF 600 per kilometer
Beyond 30 Kilometers: RWF 500 per kilometer

9. TAXI SERVICES
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9. CURRENCY

* The local currency is the Rwandese Franc. Currently the exchange rate (to the
US Dollar) is 1 United States Dollar to approximately 1,430/- Rwandese Francs.

* Seeing as exchange rates fluctuate due to various economic factors, it is
advisable to monitor rates closer to your travel date for the most accurate
information. Ensure that you use reliable resources such as the National
Bank of Rwanda (Rwanda Central Bank) https:/www.bnr.rw/ and Consider
exchanging currency at official bureaus or banks to ensure fair rates.

While major currencies like USD and EUR are widely accepted, having local
currency (RWF) is beneficial for small transactions and in areas where foreign
currencies might not be accepted.

10. BUSINESS AND SHOPPING HOURS

Public and private Offices: Typically, open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday,
with a one-hour lunch break.

General Shops: Most shops are open from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Monday to Saturday.
Many shops close early on Saturdays and remain closed on Sundays

Supermarkets and shopping malls: These establishments often have extended hours
and may remain open 7 days a week, including Sundays

Delegates may seek further advice from their hotels on the nearest shopping facilities.

11. LANGUAGE

English, French and Kinyarwanda are the official languages in Rwanda.

12. LOCAL TIME

Kigali operates on Central Africa Time (CAT), which is UTC+2.

13. WEATHER

August is characterized by clear skies, comfortable temperatures, and minimal rainfall,
making it an ideal time for outdoor activities, sightseeing, and exploring Kigali’s
attractions. This make it one of the most comfortable months to visit Kigali.

e Daytime Highs: Around 26.8°C (80.2°F)
* Nighttime Lows: Approximately 16.3°C (61.3°F)
e Average Daily Temperature: 21.7°C (71°F)



14. PLUGS AND VOLTAGE

In Kigali, the standard voltage is 230V with a frequency of 50Hz. The power plugs and

sockets used are primarily of Type C and Type J.

Type C: This is the standard two-pronged plug. Type J: This plug has three round pins and.

Adapters: If your devices have plugs that don’t match Type C or J sockets,
bring a universal travel adapter.

Voltage Converter: For single-voltage appliances, ensure you have a voltage
converter.

Hotel Amenities: Many hotels in Kigali provide plug adapters upon request,
but it’s advisable to carry your own.

15. DRIVING DIRECTIONS

Road Conditions and Driving Tips

Road Quality: Kigali boasts a well-maintained road network, with most major
roads being paved. However, some secondary roads may be unpaved or
under construction. It’s advisable to use a 4WD vehicle if planning to travel
to rural areas.

Driving Side: Vehicles in Rwanda drive on the right-hand side of the road.
Ensure you’re familiar with this if you’re accustomed to driving on the left.
Speed Limits: In urban areas, speed limits typically range from 40 to 60
km/h, while on highways, they can go up to 80 km/h. Adhering to these limits
is crucial, as traffic violations are monitored and fines are issued accordingly.
Traffic Rules: Seat belts are mandatory for all occupants. Using a mobile
phone while driving is prohibited. Always be vigilant for pedestrians, cyclists,
and motorcyclists, especially in busy areas.

Warning: In Rwanda, it’s imperative to ensure that anyone operating a
vehicle holds a valid and appropriate driver’s license. Allowing or permitting
someone without the proper authorization to drive can lead to serious legal
consequences.
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16. TOURING & SHOPPING ACTIVITIES
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On16th August 2025, delegates will have the opportunity toimmerse themselves in Kigali’s
vibrant culture through a variety of activities. Whether you’re interested in shopping for
unique souvenirs, exploring contemporary art, or delving into the city’s rich history, Kigali
offers a diverse range of experiences to enhance your visit.
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17. RWANDA BANS PLASTIC BAGS

Rwanda prohibited the production, importation, sale, and use of plastic shopping bags in
2008, with strict enforcement including confiscation at borders and fines up to USD 100-
150 for offenders. Airports routinely seize plastic bags belonging to visitors.

N

18. PLACES TO VISIT

¢ Nyamata Memorial Genocide

* The Nyamata Genocide Memorial is the final resting place for over 50,000 victims
of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi. Previously, it was a catholic church, but
now desacralized by the Roman Catholic Church, it has been transformed into a
memorial, representing the other churches in which the victims of the genocide
died. It’'s one of Rwanda’s eight national memorials and a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. The memorial is composed of a chapel in which victims’ clothes, as well as the
weapons used to kill them, are displayed. Beneath the chapel is a room displaying
the remains of those killed in the church. Mass graves are situated behind the
church, with a vault that houses skulls, bones, and other human remains

e Campaign Against Genocide Museum
e The Campaign Against Genocide Museum in Kigali offers a compelling and
immersive narrative of how the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) intervened to halt
the April-July 1994 genocide against the Tutsi.

/N

e By visiting the museum you will experience:

* Historical timeline of pre-genocide tensions, propaganda, and the collapse of
peace agreements, e.g., Arusha Accords, leading up to April 1994,

Strategic battle plans showing how the 600 dug trenches, defended the
parliament, and conducted rescue missions amid UN withdrawal,

Artefacts & multimedia: Displays include uniforms, maps, the notorious
machine gun used in defense, radio equipment, like Radio Muhabura, strategic
documents, and film screenings such as The 600: A Soldier’s Story,
Recognition of key figures involved in the genocide, including propagandists
and military planners, alongside survivor narratives and RPA testimonies

A vivid statue ensemble depicting RPA soldiers launching their liberation
campaign

* Scale trenches and bunkers, including L-shaped tunnels similar to those dug in
1994, constructed for symbolic and educational purposes

A machine gun monument representing the RPA’s armed resistance, with a
sobering message of resilience

AN
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¢ Rwanda Forensic Institute

Visiting the Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI) can offer a unique and eye-opening
experience, especially if you’re interested in forensic science, justice systems, or Rwanda’s
post-genocide recovery and security efforts

What to Expect During a Visit to RFI:

« DNA and Biology Lab: See how DNA is extracted and analysed from biological
samples (blood, saliva, bone, etc.) for use in criminal and paternity cases.

 Toxicology & Chemistry Lab: Learn how experts detect poisons, drugs, and
chemicals in samples from victims or suspects.

e Digital Forensics Unit: Explore how evidence is recovered from phones,
computers, social media, or surveillance systems.

e Ballistics Lab: View firearm analysis equipment used to link bullets and shell
casings to specific weapons or crime scenes.

19. SPOUSES AND CHILDREN’S-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES IN
KIGALI FOR NON-LAWYER GUESTS DURING ADVOCATES
AFRICAN CONFERENCE

As part of our commitment to making the Advocates African Conference inclusive and
enjoyable for all attendees and their families, we’ve compiled this guide with carefully
selected fun and engaging activities around Kigali for children, spouses, and other guests
who will not be attending the conference sessions. These experiences ensure everyone
enjoys their stay in Rwanda.

Location: Mount Kigali, Nyamirambo

Contact: +250 788 551787 / +250 788 303 361
Email: fazenda@sengha.com

Website: www.fazenda.rw

Key Activities:
* Horseback Riding (Arena & Trail)
* Zip-lining
* Archery
* Quad Biking
* Paintball (Kids, Teens, Adults)
* Trampoline
* Guided Nature Hikes
* Canvas Painting & Face Painting
* Restaurant with Hilltop Views

Pricing (General Overview):
* Kids Access: 3,000 - 4,000 Rwf (per day)
 Zip-line: 8,000 - 12,000 Rwf (2 rides)
* Horseback Riding: From 8,000 to 24,000 Rwf (based on duration)

Packages (e.g., Family, Group, Joy, Fun): From 16,000 to 85,000 Rwf
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Why Choose Fazenda: Great mix of adventure, nature, and kid-friendly fun. Perfect for
parents and kids to explore together.

Location: Kigali - Near Masoro Industrial Zone
Contact: Visit Rwanda Office or On-site Reception
Website: https://www.nyandunguecopark.rw

Activities Available:
* Guided Hiking Trails
* Cycling Paths (bike rental on-site)
e Birdwatching (70+ species)
* Yoga in Nature
* Picnic Spaces
 Educational Tours (great for kids & schools)
* Nyandungu Restaurant (local & international meals)

Why Choose Nyandungu: It offers a peaceful, educational and eco-friendly experience
for families and non-conference attendees to connect with nature.

Location: KG 5 Ave, Kigali

Contact: +250 788 306 360
Instagram: @acacusrwanda
Website: www.acacus.rw/index.html

Activities:
e Safe indoor & outdoor kids’ play area
e Supervised play for kids

Why Choose Acacus: Best for families and young children. Offers fun and secure play
for children.

Location: Kibagabaga, Kigali
Contact: +250 787 907 749
Instagram: @pilipilikigali

Activities:
« Kids’ Play Area (indoor/outdoor)
* Family Dining with a view
 Events & Special Kids Days

Why Choose Pili Pili: Combines food, relaxation, and children’s play in one venue.

Location: Nyamirambo, Kigali
Contact: +250 782 111 860

Email: info@nwc-umutima.org
Website: www.nwc-umutima.org/
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Cultural Experiences:
 Walking Tour with home-cooked meal
* Traditional Cooking Classes
 Basket Weaving Workshops
* Mount Kigali Hiking

Why Choose NWC: Ideal for spouses interested in culture, food, and crafts. Women-led,
safe.

Location: Gacuriro (inside Simba Supermarket)
Contact: +250788307200

Email: info@simbasupermarket.rw

Website: https://simbasupermarket.rw/simba-gacuriro

Activities:
« Games
Pricing: Play time from 2,000 Rwf

Why Choose SIMBA Supermarket- Gacuriro : Quick & affordable entertainment for
children.

Location: Kimironko

Contact: +250 792 104 881
Email: umurishyo@gmail.com
Website: https://umurishyo.rw/

Activities:
* Drumming sessions
» traditional dance
» Storytelling
» art for kids and adults

Why Choose Umurishyo arts centre: Rwandan arts for all ages & Culture.

Notes for Team/Committee:
« Werecommend organizing transport or group visits to all places for negotiating

price.

* Activities can be customized for children, spouses’s groups, or mixed family
groups.

« All venues provide receipts/invoices and can host small group bookings with
notice.

* Include printed flyers or QR links in delegate welcome packs for easy access.

Let’s make the Kigali Conference a joyful experience for every family member!
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20. HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CONFERENCE DELEGATES

All delegates are strongly advised to carry their comprehensive health insurance covering
all medical expenses. The Advocates Africa conference Organizing Committee is not
responsible for any medical costs incurred during travel or attendance at the conference.
Please ensure your policy covers the duration of your stay in Kigali/ Rwanda.

21. FOCAL CONTACTS

No. Name Area of Email and Mobile No:-
Responsibility
1 Hitababyaye Jean Pierre Overall Logistics & Hotels | Tel: +250788485648,
Email: jhitababyaye@gmail.com
2 Sezikeye Jean Paul Technical/Working Docu- | Tel: +250788440466
ments Email: sezipOOl@gmail.com
3 Juves TCHIAMALA Protocol Tel: +250788539915
Email: lawyersofhoperwanda@gmail.com
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